
DIY Magnet Activity Table for Valentine’s Day Learning 
I have noticed all kids love to play with magnets. I feel that they are surprised to watch things snap together 
without glue. Like all other kids, my two daughters want to play with magnets. 
So, I made a magnet activity table along with sticky hearts to play many fun games. 

 
We needed a magnet table to play these games. Don’t be worried about not having a magnet table.You can 
make one very easily like I did. 
I made our magnet table from the diaper box. Yes! I removed the tabs of the diaper box with a sharp knife. 
Covered the box with white copier paper. 
The magnet activity table is done!  
 

  
 

I cut out a few hearts from red, purple and white construction paper. 
Attached paper clips to them with a piece of tape. 

The “sticky” hearts are ready. 
For all the activities we played, my kids were sitting facing the opening of the diaper box. 
The hearts were kept on the top of the box. The kids were moving the hearts through the opening of the diaper 
box with the magnet. 
 

How to play with the magnet activity table: 
1. Color sorting 
My toddler shows a lot of interest towards sorting and matching. So we started with color sorting. 
I kept the hearts as a bunch and asked her to sort them by color. She moved the hearts from under the box, 
initially she had to make a lot of guesses to understand where to place the magnet to move the heart she 
wanted to move. 
Once she got hang of it, the games became more joyful for her. 
We played with color sorting 15+ times. This simple game also improves the spatial orientation skill for kids!  
 

   
2. Number recognition and counting 
I cut a paper into four pieces and wrote numbers from 1 to 4. 
I placed the number cards and hearts on the magnet activity table (diaper box). 
Then encouraged my daughter to tell the number and drag the corresponding number of hearts and place 
them under the number card. She is working on the number recognition and counting skills. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000FSYCDS/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000FSYCDS&linkCode=as2&tag=thereimhous-20&linkId=2ZTTJAE2WS7JFLA5
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001DRKGOO/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B001DRKGOO&linkCode=as2&tag=thereimhous-20&linkId=Z3BTIRGCD65SKRXP
http://sparklingbuds.blogspot.com/2014/02/color-sorting.html
http://sparklingbuds.blogspot.com/2014/06/eigth-matching-activities-for-toddlers.html
https://handsonaswegrow.com/40-number-activities-for-preschoolers/


3. Science 
I asked her to move the heart with the magnet without the paper clip. 
She was surprised to see that the heart could not be moved without paper clips. 
I asked her to drag the paper clip alone with the magnet. We talked about that the paper clip is required to 
move the hearts. 
It was so cute when she told me that the heart without paper clips can’t be moved with magnets. 
 

4. Drive under the bridge 
I took strips of thick cards (advertisement cards got through mail) and folded them to make a ‘V’ shape out of it. 
Put the inverted ‘V’s on the box to make bridges. 
I asked her to drive the heart under the bridges. 
It was difficult for her. So I asked her to drive only the paper clips. 
I did not keep the bridges in a straight lines. So as soon as she is out of a bridge, she has to guess how to get 
into the next bridge and move her magnet accordingly. 
Later, I placed all the bridges very close to each other in a straight line. It was like a big tunnel. 
She had to move her magnet in a straight line to get out of the tunnel. 
It was pretty challenging for her. 

 
5. Sweep the heart 
For this game alone, we directly placed the magnet over the hearts. 
We timed each other for collecting all the hearts. Whoever finishes in the shortest time is the winner! 
I won few times in this game. Yay! 

 
 

As I said, except for the last game, we were moving the hearts from inside of the box. 
It was the challenge the kids liked the most. I understood that magnets not only attracts metals and minerals 
but also kids. It was so much fun for them! It has been 10 days we started playing these games and still it is 
played daily. 
Have fun sticking hearts together! 

 
https://handsonaswegrow.com 


