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Pumpkin Play Friendships and Social 

Development 

Books: Pete the Cat: Five Little Pumpkins 

Dean  

It’s Pumpkin Day, Mouse! Numeroff/Bond  

Duck & Goose Find a Pumpkin Hills 

Dramatic Play: Pumpkin Patch 

 

Fine Motor Activities: Puzzles  

Pumpkin Seed Pumpkin Fall Craft  

Sensory Table: Five Little Pumpkins      

Sensory Bin  

Art: Pumpkin Paper Plates 

Math & Science: Exploring Pumpkin Guts 

Miss Christina’s Songs 

 

The Pumpkins Are Here! (sung to the tune of The Farmer In The Dell ) 

The pumpkins are here! The pumpkins are here!  

I saw some pumpkins at the farm! The pumpkins are here!  

The pumpkins are up; the pumpkins are down.  

The pumpkins, the pumpkins are up and then they’re down.  

The pumpkins are in; the pumpkins are out.  

The pumpkins, the pumpkins are in and then they’re out.  

The pumpkins are low; the pumpkins are high.  

The pumpkins, the pumpkins are low and then they’re high 

 

 

Pumpkins are Growing  (Sung to the tune of Frere Jacques ) 

Pumpkins are growing. Pumpkins are growing.  

In the patch. In the patch.  

Look at all the pumpkins. Look at all the pumpkins.  

Orange and Round! Orange and Round! 

 

P-U-M-P-K-I-N Song (Sung to the tune of Camptown Races) 

P-U-M-P-K-I-N, pumpkin, pumpkin 

P-U-M-P-K-I-N, pumpkin, pumpkin 

Pumpkins grow on vines, 

Pumpkin pie is fine. 

P-U-M-P-K-I-N, pumpkin’s what it spells 



Reminder… 

Next week is MEA break, so 

there will be no ECFE classes. 

We will see you the week of   

October 24! 

 

Child’s Perspective: 

I am learning about how to interact and play 

with other children.  I need you to teach me 

positive social skills. 

 

Parent Learning: 

Parents support their children’s social devel-

opment when they foster their children’s 

friendships with other children and adults. 

 

Minnesota Parent Education Core Curriculum Framework, 2011 

 

Provide Opportunities for Your Child to Develop Relationships With Peers 

 

Children need practice in order to learn to share, take turns, resolve conflict, and feel the joy of friendship. Playing 

together gives children all of this—plus a chance for parents to connect with others adults, too! At this age, being pre-

sent during play-dates is important as children often need help learning and practicing their new friendship skills. And 

it’s a good rule of thumb to keep playdates short for little ones—45 minutes-to-an-hour is about right for most tod-

dlers. For 3 to 4 year old children, you can use their playtime with peers to nurture relationship-building skills by: 

 Suggesting, when appropriate, that children turn to peers for assistance or to get answers to their questions: “You 

are wondering how to get the little doll to sit in the high chair? Why don’t you ask Jeremy? I just saw him feeding her 

a few minutes ago.” 

 Asking children to imagine how their behavior might affect others: “I see that you told Greta that she can’t play 

ball with you. How do you think that made her feel?” 

 Encouraging children to work in groups or as teams, when appropriate: “Sam and DeShawn, could you please put 

the cars away? Then you can help me get your snack ready.” 

 Helping children to see others’ points of view, which encourages empathy: “Casey is feeling sad because his mom 

had to go.” 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/227-tips-on-helping-your-child-build-relationships 

 


