
STEAM in Story Time?  

But of course. Science, technology, engineering, art, and math suffuse all parts of our lives. Once we 
are knowledgeable about STEAM concepts and how they “look” for infants, toddlers, twos, and 
preschoolers, we are able to recognize them in our lives, in children’s lives, and in story time. 

Science, technology, engineering, art, and math are all part of children’s background knowledge, their 
knowledge about the world, which helps them understand what they read when they are readers. In 
that way, STEAM concepts also support early literacy. Here are some examples: 

 As you read interactively with your child, ask, “What do you think will happen next?” When children 

predict what might happen next in a story, they are relating what they already know to make an 

educated guess. Making predictions helps children learn how stories work, and also helps them make 

predictions when they do experiments. 

 When we use new words, children are developing their vocabulary, which will help them later 

understand what they read. 

 Introduce new words like observe, conclude, predict as your child plays to help him learn and use 

science vocabulary. This is the beginning of helping him to see himself as a scientist, encouraging his 

eagerness to learn and feel competent. 

 Ask questions like, “What makes you think that?” or “Why do you think that?” to invite conversation. 

This encourages your child to think and talk while developing vocabulary. Knowing the meanings of 

words will help her to be a good reader. 

 When you ask questions like, “What do you think would happen if…?” you are helping your child 

develop a hypothesis, a key part of the scientific process. 

 When you share nonfiction books, your child is learning about the world around him. This builds his 

background knowledge and will make it easier for him to later understand what they read. 

 Many books for young children are illustrated versions of songs. Using a song, such as “The Green 

Grass Grows All Around” (or any cumulative song) there is a new line added after each verse. 

Recognizing and pointing out the pattern helps your child develop a sense of story, how stories work, 

which will later help her understand what she reads and when she tries writing stories.  

 Also . . .  

In the song “The Green Grass Grows All Around,” there is a new line added after each verse. This is a 

pattern, which is a math concept. Recognizing and pointing out the pattern helps develop your child’s 

math skills. 

Once you begin to tune in, you will see that STEAM is all around you. You can encourage creativity 
and curiosity in your children just as you can share books and a love of reading. 

Adapted from an article at https://www.alsc.ala.org 


