
ECFE Learning Links—Spring 2017 

 Zoo Animals   Parenting in Public

 

Created by Early Childhood Family Education—Faribault Public Schools, Faribault, MN 

Children’s Perspective: 

I need you to consider my safety and respect 

my need for privacy. Remember that I am still 

learning how to interact with others, and I look 

to you for guidance. 

 

Parent Learning: 

Parents support their children’s development 

when they recognize the parent-child            

relationship exists within the context of other 

human and environmental influences. 

Minnesota Parent Education Core Curriculum Framework, 2011 

 

Books: 1, 2, 3 to the Zoo Carle 

Dramatic Play: Zoo Scaven-
ger Hunt 

Fine Motor Activities: 
Complete the Animal  

Animal Movement Cards  

Farm or Zoo?  

Sensory Table: Rice 

Hands-on Table: Muddy 
animals 

Art: Paper Plate Lion  

Zoo Painting 

Math & Science: Butterfly 
Coffee Filters  

Zoo Counting Cards  

Zoo Puzzle Counting 

Miss Christina’s Songs 

The Itsy Bitsy Monkey 

The itsy bitsy monkey  

Climbed up the coconut 

tree.  

Down came a coconut  

And hit him on his knee!  

OWWW!  

Out came a lion,  

Shakin’ his mighty mane, 

And the itsy bitsy monkey 

 Climbed up the tree again!                       

 

Going To The Zoo  

Mommy’s taking us to the zoo tomorrow,  

Zoo tomorrow, zoo tomorrow.  

Mommy’s taking us to the zoo tomorrow,  

We can stay all day!  

(chorus) 

We’re going to the zoo, zoo, zoo.  

How about you, you, you?  

You can come too, too, too!  

We’re going to the zoo, zoo, zoo.  

 

Look at all the monkeys swinging in the trees, 

 Swinging in the trees, swinging in the trees.  

Look at all the monkeys swinging in the trees,  

We can stay all day!  

(chorus) 

Look at all the crocodiles swimming in the water,  

Swimming in the water, swimming in the water.  

Look at all the crocodiles swimming in the water,  

We can stay all day!  

(chorus) 

Contact Your ECFE Teachers! We love to hear from 

you.  

Christina Cayer, Early Childhood Teacher                 

Phone: 507-333-6844     ccayer@faribault.k12.mn.us  

Cahrene Dimick, Parent Educator Phone: 507-333-6835                     

cdimick@faribault.k12.mn.us  

Julie Schiffer, Parent Educator Phone: 507-333-6834                  

jschiffer@faribault.k12.mn.us  

You can see all of our handouts plus more on each 

parenting topic at http://faribaultecfe.wikidot.com 



Tips for Parenting in Public  

(from those who have seen it all!) 

 

From the grocery-store manager: 

"A grocery store can be a fascinating place for kids -- if you frame 

it that way.   I have one customer who brings his 4-year-old with 

him and he narrates as they shop, 'Wow, look how many types of 

eggs there are -- white, brown, organic, cage-free.' Or, 'This is a poblano pepper -- it's good for frying.' Put your child in 

charge of picking up a couple of simple items -- the milk with the blue label or the cereal in the orange box. A mini gro-

cery list of his very own makes him feel important."  

From the kids' clothing-store owner: 

"Don't give your little ones too much power. I have moms who come in with their 2-year-old and say to her, 'Will you 

wear this?' If it's a comfortable piece of clothing (meaning loose with few or no zippers or snaps) in a color she likes 

(even if it's pink again), most likely she will wear it.”   

From the children's hair cutter: 

"To get a child to sit still during a trim, bring a favorite small toy or a board book for reluctant or nervous kids to hold in 

their hands. Knowing what to expect will help ease anxiety. If your child is really scared, play 'hair salon' beforehand at 

home. Use a bath towel as a cape and your fingers as scissors. You can even let her practice giving you a new hairstyle 

too.“ 

From the nurse at the pediatrician's office: 

"To best help prepare a child for a checkup, be honest about what's going to happen at the doctor's office! If your child 

asks if he's going to get shots, for example, don't lie -- because if you do, your child is more likely to get upset when the 

nurse or doc walks in to give an immunization. Another thing: Please don't ever, ever, ever threaten your kids with shots 

to get good behavior out of them. It's shocking how often I overhear parents in the waiting room say, 'If you don't stop 

that, I'm going to tell the nurse to give you a shot.' Obviously I know that parents just want their kids to behave well, but 

turning doctor's visits into a punishment only makes the office that much scarier the next time."  

From the family-restaurant owner: 

"To keep kids happy while dining out, bribing them with your iPhone isn't the only solution. If you have toddlers, go ear-

ly (i.e., 5 to 6 p.m.) -- the kitchen can jump on your order and you may not be crammed next to other diners, so you 

won't feel as stressed if the milk is spilled or they hoot a little.” 

From the birthday-party entertainer: 

"If your child is a guest at a party, remind her on the way there that it's Chloe’s birthday, so Chloe will get to go first, sit 

in the front, and blow out the candles. This can help stop tussles over toys and attention before they start. Remind your 

kid that she'll get her chance in the spotlight another time. If that's hard for your young one to handle, then stick close 

by to help prevent any meltdowns. Also, keep the guest list manageable. Hey, there's a reason most invitations come in 

packs of eight! Smaller parties are more fun and less intimidating for most little kids."  

From the flight attendant: 
"When traveling with kids, always pack extras -- of everything. If you have a long flight, take along a change of clothes for 
everyone. Drinks spill, dinners drop, and there is always the risk of motion sickness. Also, be sure to pack plenty of 
snacks! Planes have such limited storage space that we often don't have extra food for those times when hunger strikes -
- especially in the event of an unexpected delay. And remember: Don't be afraid to ask us to help! We're happy to lend a 
hand, whenever possible.” 

Adapted from http://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/advice/how-to-parent-in-public/ 


