
Sorting and Graphing Toys 

 

How to introduce toddlers to sorting and graphing 
using their toys. 
Toddlers can do math. They can – I promise they can – I’m not leading you astray. Can they do 
complex algebra or trig? Probably not right now, but there are many math skills that toddlers can 
master. 

One of my favorite toddler math activities is sorting and graphing data. It’s a snap to set up, it has 
so much learning involved, and toddlers can be hugely successful at it.  

 

The first step is to decide what we would be sorting and graphing. Today, we decided to work with 
toy cars. I strategically picked four sets of cars in varying amounts for us to sort then graph.  

Materials: 

 Cars and truck toys 

 Painter’s Tape 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00004Z4CP/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00004Z4CP&linkCode=as2&tag=busytodd0a-20&linkId=6GN3BRB3J2SWDVHV


I laid out a large graph on the floor using painter’s tape. I made sure to make four columns for our 
graph.  

Before we could graph our data set (data set being a fancy math words for cars). We sorted vans, 
race cars, construction equipment, and fire trucks. Then, together we laid the cars into the tape 
graph we had created. I made sure to space out the cars so it was clear which column had more 
and which had less. 

 

Once we had finished sorting and graphing our little set, we sat together and talked about it. Here 
are some questions I asked him: 

 Which car do we have the most of? 
 Which car do we have the least of? 
 Let’s count how many diggers we have. 
 Do I have more race cars or fire trucks? (comparative questions are awesome for critical 

thinking) 
 

Together we talked about our graph and he learned so much in the process. It’s an easy toddler 
activity full of really important math skills. It may not be an independent toddler activity (those are 
my favorites), but it’s a great activity if you are looking for some high quality toddler learning.  

Adapted from https://busytoddler.com/2016/01/sorting-and-graphing-toys/ 


