
ECFE Learning Links—Spring 2017 

 Bugs       What Is Your Child 

   Learning about Gender? 

 

Created by Early Childhood Family Education—Faribault Public Schools, Faribault, MN 

Child’s Perspective:  

I need you to let me play with all kinds of toys 

and experiences, regardless of whether I am a boy 

or a girl.  

Parent Perk:  

Parents support their children’s development when 

they:   

 Support their children’s developing         

understanding of their self, gender and     

cultural identity 

 Convey and model values underlying respectful 

interactions and relationships  

 

Minnesota Parent Education Core Curriculum Framework, 2011 

Miss Christina’s Songs 

Itsy Bitsy Spider  

The itsy bitsy spider  

Climbed up the water spout  

Down came the rain  

And washed the spider out.  

Out came the sun  

And dried up all the rain  

And the itsy bitsy spider  

Climbed up the spout again.  

Books: The Very Hungry Caterpillar Carle 

Dramatic Play: Grocery Store 

Fine Motor Activities: Caterpillar/Butterfly puzzle  

Bug Matching Game  

Bug Lacing Cards  

Sensory Table: Bird seed with bugs  

Hands On Table: spider web making with white yarn, 
cotton, and glitter 

Art: Potato Stamp lady bugs  

Fly swatting paint 

Math & Science: Playdough Bug Fossils Bug Jar 
Counting Worms in dirt (if I can find some) 

Math & Science: Playdough Bug Fossils  

Bug Jar Counting  

Worms in dirt  



Contact Your ECFE Teachers! We love to hear from you. 

Christina Cayer, Early Childhood Educator Phone: (507) 333-6844

 ccayer@faribault.k12.mn.us 

Cahrene Dimick, Parent Educator Phone: (507) 333-6835                                            

cdimick@faribault.k12.mn.us 

Julie Schiffer, Parent Educator     Phone: (507) 333-6834   jschiffer@faribault.k12.mn.us 

You can see all of our handouts plus more on each parenting topic at                    

http://faribaultecfe.wikidot.com 

Girls Tend to Boys Tend to 

Have better hearing than boys and may find 
“loud” or repetitive noises distracting 

Have worse hearing than girls and may 
lose attention simply because they can’t 

hear. 

Will focus on faces and things. Will focus on movement 

Can explain and describe their feelings. May find it difficult to talk about feelings. 

Are more verbally expressive. Are more spatially aware. 

Develop language and fine motor skills 
about 6 months earlier than boys. 

Develop targeting and spatial awareness 
about 4 months earlier than girls. 

Multitask well and make easy transitions. Focus on a task and transition more slow-
ly. 

Friendships are focused on other people 
and conversation. 

Friendships are focused on a shared activi-
ty. 

Like to be faced, looked in the eye and 
smiled at. 

Avoid eye contact and prefer you sit beside 
them. 

Deal with moderate stress, such as timed 
tests, less successfully. 

Deal with moderate stress well and may 
actually do better because of it. 

Feel “yucky” when faced with threat and 
confrontation. 

Feel excited when faced with threat and 
confrontation. 

Rarely uses aggressive play. Uses aggression playfully. 

Brain-based Genetic Differences in Girls and Boys  

(adapted from “With Boys and Girls in Mind” by Michael Gurian and Kathy Stevens.) 


