
Color Mixing 
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Skill Focus: Color Recognition, Math (Ordering), Sorting, Vocabulary 

Choose from the ideas below to explore more color mixing. 

 Give children colored plastic wrap and have them overlap the colors to blend the colors, make 
new colors, and create a color collage. 

 Let children mix primary-color finger paints in sandwich bags to create new colors. Put spoonfuls 
of each color in the bag, seal it, and let children slowly blend it together. Challenge them to create 
a number of shades of the same color and then line the bags up from lightest to darkest. 

Colors and Clothes 
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Your child probably has a favorite color and a favorite article of clothing in that color that he wants 
to wear day after day. 

As your child gets dressed in the morning, use the opportunity to talk about the different colors, 
shades, and tints of color in his clothing. 

 Before your child gets dressed, draw his attention to all the different colors around you. Talk 
about them and and point to them. 

 Open your child’s drawer or closet and comment on the different colors in his clothing. Then ask 
him what color he feels like wearing today. Have him find clothes of that color. As he searches, 
have a conversation about the different colors in his clothing. Use color words like dark, light, 
bright, and dull. For example, You have two pairs of yellow socks. Do you want to wear the light 
yellow pair or the dark yellow pair? 

 While you go about your morning or evening routine, make a game out of noticing the color 
similarities you see between your child’s clothes and the clothing of other family members or 
friends. 

 


